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Message From the President
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The Calgary Ethiopian Community
Association (CECA) is a non-profit
organization that was established in 1982,
and registered in 1983 t0 provide assistance
and support to Ethiopian immigrants.
Throughout the past 40 years, the
association has grown in steps, flourishing
from its humble beginnings, to today’s
vibrant organization, providing a full
spectrum of wrap-around social services,
ranging from chances of sponsorship, to
employment assistances, skills and
training, youth development and a myriad
of other support services. In recent years,
the association’s activities and landscape
have widened, involving both old and
new, male and female, and young and the
most senior members in our community.

One of the main important things that the
Association did in the past 40 years is the
signing of an agreement with Immigration
Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
to sponsor Ethiopian refugees. In what
was considered as our core charitable
service, Sponsoring of refugees started in
2000 as a Constituent Group under the
Calgary Catholic Immigration Society. In
2002, CECA applied for and obtained a
Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH)
status from Citizenship and Immigration
Canada (CIC now IRCC). This agreement
was renewed by IRCC in 2018. In 2022,
IRCC reviewed the Association’s status
and strength for sponsoring refugees.
Based on the results of this review, the
Associations will soon sign a new
agreement with IRCC with an approval to
continue sponsoring refugees for the next
5 years, until October, 2028.

Apart from the Sponsorship Program, one
the major things that was considered as

www.calgaryethiopiancommunity.ca

very important achievement by members
of the Association and others was the
purchase of the Community Center in
2019. The Center has a hall with a capacity
of 150 people, a board room, offices, small
modern kitchen, in the lower floor, and
about 7 offices in the upper floor. The
purchase of the center allowed moving the
Association’s office from a building
located in downtown area after 38 years.
The purchase of the community center
helped the Association attract new
members. Currently the Association has
over 1900 registered members.

In addition to the purchase of a community
center, the Association’s leadership tried
to help community members during the
COVID19 period in 2019-2021. During
those years, the Association applied and
obtained a grant from the Government of
Canada and Canadian Red Cross to
address various COVID19 related
problems including direct food assistances
for those who lost their job because of the
pandemic and the mothers who stayed at
home to provide care for children. Using
the grant, the Association also run
COVID19 awareness programs, and
provided school supplies to children. In
addition, since COVID19 changed the
way trainings, presentations, and teaching
and learning were given in schools, the
Association purchased low cost laptop
computers and donated to 40 families.
The computer donation helped children in
schools and in families living with limited
income who otherwise would not be able
to access COVID19 resources. By
donating laptops, the Association took the
initiative to reduce the digital divide
immigrants are facing often.

CECA@calethcom.ca
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Further, the Association has continued
hiring summer students since 2017. The
summer student temporarily employment
program, funded by the Federal
Government, gives unique opportunities
for students of Ethiopian decent to get
connected with community members and
develop their social networks.

Apart from the above activities, the
association has continued its participation
in the traditional outdoor annual festivals
such as the Calgary Stampede. It has also
established a Coffee ceremony program
where discussions are made on topics
important for the community. In an
attempt to reach many members, the
association has also created a new
Facebook account, and improved its
website. The WhatsApp Forum that was
created in 2017 is now serving as main
outlet to share program updates and other
important messages with members.

In the next few vyears, the current
leadership will continue to assess the
evolving needs of our members. A
program for seniors has already been
designed and there are also some interest
to invest a lot on youth development. As
we all try to build the association from
down to top, we urge every member to
look into his/her own participation. The
association’s ability to provide services
through the past 40 years was only
possible through the kindness and

www.calgaryethiopiancommunity.ca

generosity of volunteer members and
provincial agencies who fund our various
programs. As a current president, it is with
sincere gratitude and appreciation that |
thank members, the leadership, past and
present, our frontline volunteers, and our
partners and sponsors, for supporting the
Association’s  programs and  social
activities. Generally, 1 am privileged to
work with a dedicated group of board
members and volunteers, who are
committed to make the association
transparent and free from the influences of
political organizations, religious entities,
self centered individuals, and crowds. In
the past several years, | had the chance to
know some of our members, who have
stories of their own, some bad and some
good. I know where they came from, and
what dreams they have. | am honored to be
a small part of the help they need, and
make their dreams become reality.

As we look forward to the future, we do so
with great pride in the legacy of
achievement demonstrated by the
Association since its inception. At any
time, the board members will continue to
welcome inputs and new ideas. The
leadership is here to represent all
members, regardless of race, political
affiliation, and religious connections. So
don't hesitate to approach us with any
concerns or ideas that you may have that
can improve community life.

Dr. Lulseged Yimam

CECA@calethcom.ca
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Current Board Members: From left to right, Surafel Lakew (Media and Communication),
Azeb Mekonnen (Treasurer), Martha Jiru (Secretary), Dr. Lulseged Yimam (President),
Nadia Aliyou (Social Affairs), Mahlete Mekonen (Legal Affairs) and Zemene Hailu.

Members of the Exeutive Commiteee (January 2019 to December 2022)
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hAHD2E (Editorial)

TYNLAN NAANT AR AA® @0T Féh avFC
ASTAT (LFCI° AT Féhe AP ATE
TYNLANP ALPII°: APTI° A TAIR:

L2 TNLAN hACrE HTI9° eoM AN
ANGP F4det? AD<T AT VG PPLNT
Mo heAP GA° O-OF P&CAD-T LAAN::
Phd 24 PATEXE TunZaN “nc 40 gavt
THIPE PAACKLDCT TédetI® NHU- RAPT
PLAP PUI 9OYR  POIavhe QALY it
18T aPAThaeT? N7I0E AHGD- L8
NP 29004 FH AL RTeTT 0RUPI9°:
VADCD7 AamNe AHY a9k APNLe
A0, AT ARG AT 10+

NALTH®  P1 (@-&Pt TN O
PYAGYF  OCA  AAD:  PhADS  PATEXP
TUNZAN TWOCT He MANT @OL +aA LL8
ATTODIC NAOAT PHAN 97790 RGP av LBt
NAANT PALTT 1ot AI20A (LFaPT9° P(Le-
+8CTF P APt 101 AT AT D07
nFen 39 1 o177 09 oA H9Pan,
a7y PTFAVFD N AT AT NAE
POHT OCP AL a8l LBMi-A A7LT1.0ND-
ALY WS hWORFTFTT  097hnc
APFANG P40 hovt? HH N4 havt PAeT
haoCd apAOT ATPFANT: PAATTTT PAAM:
A&t Nae+O0C AL Ptae0dt 10 eHIAA
TUNLAN 92T 278, 18T AATIRFOP av-(1F
ALTHS PAONTOANN QAN AANT AFe APTCY
MAPTTDY  PrH hAPMen,  avhrtd
ARTCANTI: WLITI° P1 -t PAONTANN
A7A AAUPT FTA° NPT O-LobET 1T AeTET
0147 AP NN9° AP PP WTTFANT:

N9PRLLAP° PA16-T7 07" A0S TIUNC-P Vet
vad afon7: 1T 0P 07991 VASE
&1V Neeamt: 7 A tho @19 LAP PA1CT
VADG N90$LI°T Nh@F OCHT avet
LMOPNGA: NELTTT DLTI° AAE (LA L9°
YeTIG FYY ARPYE AT DRAT (AA UIC
PIITC AT 16 PTLHI® PHPAAN APTITTY
AATT QARG AT NTmPIPE PUAGS
PPN TCETI 3T KB AP LIPGA:

www.calgaryethiopiancommunity.ca

Few Facts about Ethiopia:

Ethiopia, a nation of rich cultural
heritage, stands as one of the world's
oldest countries, boasting a recorded
history that spans thousands of years,
illuminating a captivating tapestry of
ancient traditions and civilizations.

alamy.com

The Axum Empire, famed for its
towering obelisks, stands among the
great civilizations of its time, leaving an
enduring legacy through monumental
achievements and cultural

contributions.
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The pivotal discovery of
"Lucy,"a 3.2 million-year-old
hominid fossil, profoundly
transformed our
comprehension of human
evolution and ancestral
history.

iho.asu.edu
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PATLSN aP4 M-R,9° TLHHATT 014t V6 14977
apty D&Y OF (L A0 (L TGOl
1NC:: U7 9°CY NevrtA 1I0C Az VNN PAM™T?
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“The Greatest Glory in Living lies
NOT in Never Falling, BUT in Rising
Everytime we Fall.”

— Nelson Mandela.
South African Former President,
Anti-Apartheid Activist and Politician
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“You miss
100% of the
shots you
don't take.”

- Wayne
Gretzky

Canadian
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Interview with Dr.
(t%9 Alula Damte,
Former President
of the Association

TEE - M7 ALY 03 OACHUA? LHD-?

I had the pleasure of serving the Calgary
Ethiopian Community Association as the
President from 1998-2004 and as the
Chairman of the Board from 2004-2008.

TPE - £2mavy TI8CT 10C @L7?

Like the city it resides in, the Calgary
Ethiopian Community Association has
gone through major cycles of boom and

www.calgaryethiopiancommunity.ca

bust. When we joined in 1998 , it was on
life support hanging on for dear life. The
challenge that was presented to us was to
revive the association and find a way for it
to grow in a sustainable manner avoiding
or minimizing the frequent downturns that
threatened its very existence. In addition
and on a more practical level,
maintaining neutrality during a divisive
period be it due to religion/church and/or
political/ethnic affiliation required a very
careful stick handling.

Dr. Alula Damte

T - WAL OFL hoLpk@- Kp4.avq) 977
a4 R TAAD?

To answer this question, one needs to
understand who the target demography is.
It is the first arrivals who came over in
more or less steady stream over the past 40
years (or even longer considering there
were people from Ethiopia pre 1983). It
also includes their children and grand
children who have assimilated and called
Canada/Calgary their home.

CECA@calethcom.ca
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So, | believe the answer lies in the
recognition that we live in a transactional
world and simply being of Ethiopian
origin is not sufficient to attract wider
membership. Members need to see and get
tangible benefits from the association
similar to the ongoing sponsorship,
advocacy, language school etc, programs.
The newer “Edir” type initiative is
reflective of current needs and how
community association can help and
expand its membership. There has been
attempts to reach out to the second/third
generation but their needs are very
different from the needs of the first
arrivals. In fact, 1 would venture to say
there is a major lack of appreciation of the
issues they face in their day to day lives.
Using the organizational capacity resident
in the association, outreach to this sector is
very important and ensures the longevity
and expands the relevance of the
community association.

TEE - PFhLNF ORI 9PHABH( TIC hA
®e.?

Among the many things that | am proud
we achieved, a few of the highlights
include; managing a non-catastrophic
transition of power after our term was up
with capital in the bank and a much
healthier active membership count;
welcoming the fist person to Calgary who
came through our refugee sponsorship
process; receiving several heads of states
from Africa and the Secretary General of
the UN during the G8 Summit
representing Ethiopians in Calgary.

One always regrets missed opportunities
to do more. | felt we spent far too much
energy re-building the community that
could have been spent on initiating more

www.calgaryethiopiancommunity.ca

programs that would have benefited the
members. The Executive team that was
put together at the time were professionals
with capacity to do a lot more had we not
spent so much effort just to build
consensus and neutrality.

TPE - PACOT AooF NANT  AhePAht
ARTLFTF? ePF0TANLD- avhoht hA?
What do you think for the future about
the community?

The community association has been
around for 40 years. The early settlers are
now parents and grandparents whose
needs are very different from either the
kids born here or the younger first arrival
crowd. There are people here from the
time of teklay Gizat to Killil, and even
through the change of the political
boundary of the country. People have sung
national anthems ranging from the
imperial Ityopya hoy des ybelish, the
revolutionary  Ityopp'ya, Ityopp'ya,
Ityopp'ya qeddmi, and the Wedefit
Gesgeshi Widd Innat Ittyoppya.

Needs are complex and ever changing
which requires great flexibility and
foresight. We need to understand and
adapt, issues of yesteryears are no longer
the same or relevant. The community
should expand its services to find a way to
involve the ones born here. They are old
enough to identify issues they need help
with and design a solution, let’s give them
a platform. | see bright future ahead for the
association, and I truly believe it is as its
strongest point than it has ever been. It has
the means and capacity to launch
programs that would have lasting impact
on the membership at large.

Congratulations for making it this far and
hope for many more great years ahead.

CECA@calethcom.ca
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N4 400 R0Ae HAOAT AATC Al Ah £ ATH
aCHrt ST A AR AT ANFTFD-]

DID YOU
KNOW?

Did you know? The DNA is stored into
a microscopic nucleus but can be

stretched to 6 feet in length

& ¥
DNA lllustration

DNA, or deoxyribonucleic acid, is a
molecule that stores genetic
information in living things. It looks like
a twisted ladder and is made up of four
building blocks: adenine (A), thymine
(T), cytosine (C), and guanine (G). These
blocks are arranged in a specific order,
forming a code that guides an
organism's growth and functions. DNA
replicates before cells divide, ensuring
the new cells have the same
information. Genes, segments of DNA,
contain instructions for making proteins
that perform vital tasks in the body.
Variations in DNA sequences lead to
differences among individuals and
species, playing a role in traits, diseases,
and evolution. DNA analysis is used in
forensics and helps us understand the
diversity of life on Earth.

“GAG® AA4, 10+ aPA\N 204, 10+ EPO1LG o
1017 AR PP APT: NFAT P
AGAGIC: OM-1F7 11C 10 (heOT
PITTCOTT KO8T 8P WImPIPOT W7E,
17 APz WAETFT PADT OCP 7 A0\
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[ETHIOPIAN CUISINE ]

r& RESTAURANT

|| TEDDY 7 ALEM -

#3 3735 Rundlehorn Drive NE
(heye. 0 73
403 764 9669
403 922 6720

P0OP T LTLOTC Rk

009° ntméld BPC OTALe LhOT b6PT
PUIR6nNTS AAE (Mystical & Romantic)
AWCL ANNVFO- $L:4AL 00PT MM 091,32
PANTI® ANFO= APAA, 19 ANO OUSTY
PavAnFA: hAE AAEE L -+ PavBavs P
FCHPF@D- WO BEA  APAN TP
THPAT Pavah Az NaPhnAT®- heiA HarG T
PPOAT® MRIP AhA aPAA PP HCTI° INLD-:
LYI° PP POI9° Ko, NOP-: HT a0y R.9°
LUrege it 10C Tt LFAA= 9°hTekI°
09t NF AP T% 06 97 FCTHP® K80
fo-¢  INCY QRSP Havy  avyepot
(Victorian era) AO0F? QAPT  avhhd
ATIGErE Naomed® hets L8 etelant
O+ INC: AFPAN, 0T 2PE OHHE CANNT ANC
OeI° K18 HAA ANO: (GPLST  avhhd
aNAPOT: PATPII® AhG TLALDT aop\dht
POCH INC: hu-ted® ANCT LAP X145 NMYP
PFOPS PAMLE 10 INCE AL @8P o
XA AGPLT O AN W21 “I’m worthy of
you” 9L FCTH° LOT 10C 17 (5% XBeA
PAN A28 PGt KP8LLNT favph Az P LR
ANCTF PTNC PNH aPRhG T TEH PUI9PA
TCH° LLHAE 192G L LA (RIL AL
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AFwC W28 PG AINF 7P (proposal)
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ARTELP PCENNFSA TTUNC AA.0.PUAC

oOC 1990 PHG @bt TC 252 417G
NATIINHT OtFlaav::

How Ethiopia Tracks
Date and Time

Ethiopia uses its own calendar which
divides the year into 12 months of 30 days
each, with the remaining five (or six days
in a leap year) constituting a short 13th
month of Pagme. The Ethiopian New Year
commences on the 11" or 12" of
September in the Gregorian calendar.
There is a 7 or 8 year difference from the
Gregorian calendar, seven years from
September to January 1, and eight years
from January 1 until September 11/12.

www.calgaryethiopiancommunity.ca

Locally, many Ethiopians use a different
method of keeping time with Sunrise
being 12 in the morning and sunset at 12
in the evening. Times are expressed as
being "3 in the morning" (approximately 9
am at GMT+3) or "12 in the evening"
(approximately 6 pm GMT=+3). If you are
visiting Ethiopia for a meeting or an event
it can be important (at atime advisable) to
confirm times to avoid confusion.

Few Interesting Facts
about Calgary:

1. Calgary’s Stampede, also
knows as the “greatest
outdoor shown on Earth,” is
the largest rodeo events in
the world

2. Calgary is at significant
centre for Canada’s oil and
gas industry

3. Calgary Tower was once the
tallest free-standing structure
in the world

4. Calgary hosted the 1988
winter Olympics, making it a
popular destination for
winter sports enthusiasts.
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Calgary 1988 Olympics | olympics.ca
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ETHIOPIAN
Q00)),
PRODUCTS

We are here to assist you
in discovering the vibrant
tastes of Ethiopian
cuisine and look forward
to building a successful
and mutually beneficial
business relationship.

EXPLORE

EAST AFRICA'S
HEALTHY
FLAVORS!

in Calgary, Alberta, and the
surrounding West Canada areas.

If you are interested in partnering
with US1 Wholesale or have any
inquiries regarding our Ethiopian food
products, we invite you to reach
out to our dedicated team.

key@usl.ca

www.usl.ca

™, Interview with

Sileshi Mekonen,
2022 Election
Committee Chairman

AP AADL oYY LOAAEI NNADS PR
TYNZA0 TWNC @-OTE OterTr O C
PaP 00T AL YALMRT AP
A1NNTT 0Lt AL 10E OAGT (drE
PING  PCRmPT AL PANIvLoRr  haldk
APaPINC T KINDAAE RTTUT 0I°Com, LT
(tavant  Eomae@<y  AJPLS  OmPAL
AATINLANTFT  ved  TLLANDT G
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Election Committee Members and Observers with the President Elect
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The Presentation of Certificate of Recognition to Ato Molalet Abera for his
Community Support during the Celebration of Ethiopian New Year in 2019

el .).—l 5 ' i T-v‘ . i .;.‘lr “. : ‘j"
Sheik Umer and Church Leaders - Ethiopian New Year, 2019
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A Discussion with Police on Youth Addiction, 2017
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Celebrating Black History Month, February 2018
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Some Members of the Former Leadership During the Inaguration Cermony of
the Community Center in September 2021

The Inaguartion Cermony in Sepetmber 2021
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Interview with
¢ Samuel Tadesse,
Former President
of the Assocation
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The Assocation’s Relief Aid for those Ethiopians affected by the war and
unrest in the North and West part of the Country, 2022 and 2023
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